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TO  THE  ELECTORS  OF  THE  ROYAL  BELFAST 
ACADEMICAL  INSTITUTION. 


Gentlemen, 

I offer  myself  as  a Candidate  for 
the  vacant  post  of  Head  Master  of  the  Mathematical 
School  in  your  Institution. 

The  grounds  on  which  I ask  your  kind  consideration 
of  my  claims  are, — 

1st,  That  I received  a Mathematical  Education  at 
Cambridge,  where  I was  a scholar  of  my  college,  and 
gained  high  honours  in  the  Mathematical  Tripos  Ex- 
amination. 

2nd,  That  I have  had  five  years’  constant  experience 
in  Tuition,  during  which  time  I have  had  the  entire 
charge  of  the  Mathematical  Department  in  two  large 
schools  in  England  — in  one  of  which,  the  Brewers’ 
Company’s  Grammar  School  at  Aldenham,  I was  engaged 
for  two  years — and  that,  during  the  last  two  sessions,  I 
have  filled  the  office  of  Assistant  to  the  Professor  of 
Mathematics  in  Glasgow  University.  In  addition  to  this, 
1 have  had  a very  large  number  of  private  pupils  under 
my  care.  My  experience  has  therefore  been  of  all  kinds. 

I am  nearly  29  years  of  age,  and  at  present  a Master  of 
Arts  of  Cambridge  University. 

1 beg  to  refer  you  to  the  subsequent  testimonials  for 
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the  opinions  of  those  who  have  taught  me,  whom  I 
have  assisted  in  teaching,  and,  lastly,  of  some  of  those 
whom  I have  taught. 

In  conclusion,  Gentlemen,  I assure  you  that,  should  you 
see  fit  to  select  me  to  fill  this  vacancy,  I will  conscien- 
tiously endeavour  to  fulfil  its  duties  to  the  utmost  of  my 
abilities. 

I am, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


Glasgow  University, 
27tli  Feb.,  1SG0. 


RANDAL  NIXON. 
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TESTIMONIALS. 


i. 

From  the  Senate  of  the  University  of  Glasgow. 

College,  Glasgow, 
18th  Feb. , 1869. 

We  hereby  certify  that  Mr.  Randal  Nixon  has  filled 
the  office  of  Assistant  to  the  Professor  of  Mathematics  in 
this  University  since  the  beginning  of  session  1867-68.' 
In  that  capacity  he  has  conducted  the  Class  work  of  the 
Lower  Class,  consisting  of  daily  lectures  and  oral  exam- 
inations, weekly  written  exercises  and  written  examina- 
tions at  intervals  : besides  assisting  the  Professor  in  the 
exercises  and  examinations  of  the  higher  Classes. 

We  have  reason  to  believe  that  in  all  this  he  has  shown 
much  ability ; that  by  his  teaching  he  has  very  success- 
fully advanced  the  knowledge  of  his  Class ; that  by  his 
firm  management  he  has  maintained  perfect  discipline; 
and  that  by  his  high  character  and  vigour  he  has  com- 
manded the  respect  of  all  the  students.  We  can  therefore 
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recommend  him  as  an  able  Mathematician  and  a most 
efficient  teacher  of  the  subject. 

(Signed  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  Senate.) 

DUNCAN  H.  WEIR, 

Clerk  of  Senate. 


II. 

From  Hugh  Blackburn , Esq.,  M.A.,  Professor  of 
Mathematics  in  the  University  of  Glasgow,  formerly 
Fellow  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge. 

College,  Glasgow,  11th  Feb.,  1SG9. 

Mr.  Randal  Nixon  has  assisted  me  in  conducting'  the 
Mathematical  Classes  in  this  University  for  two  sessions. 
I was  not  personally  acquainted  with  him,  till  I was 
called  on  to  supply  myself  with  a coadjutor  by  Professor 
Everett’s  promotion,  but,  since  he  has  been  associated 
with  me  here,  I have  found  him  to  be  in  all  respects  the 
well-educated  gentleman  I was  led  to  expect. 

His  place  in  the  Cambridge  Honour  List  is  of  course  an 
ample  guarantee  of  his  possessing  an  amount  of  know- 
ledge of  the  subject  far  more  than  sufficient  for  the 
Teacher  of  Mathematics  in  any  school  or  college,  but  I 
think  hardly  does  justice  to  his  ability. 

In  conducting;  the  Classes  which  have  been  under  his 
charge  here,  I have  found  him  to  maintain  discipline  with 
a combination  of  tact  and  firmness,  which  has  given  me 
the  liveliest  satisfaction,  and  has,  I believe,  had  an  ex- 
cellent effect  on  the  students. 


I find,  too,  that  Mr.  Nixon  lias  a special  aptitude  for 
training  pupils  for  examinations  on  the  Cambridge  sys- 
tem— a qualification  of  considerable  value. 

I can  confidently  state  that  any  institution  will  be 
fortunate  which  secures  Mr.  Nixon’s  services.  I shall 
feel  it  a great  loss  to  myself  and  this  University  when  he 
leaves  his  present  post. 

HUGH  BLACKBURN,  M.A. 


III. 

From  the  Rev.  James  Porter,  M.A.,  Fellow  and  Tutor 
of  St.  Peter's  College , Cambridge. 

June  SO,  186  J 

I have  known  Mr.  Randal  Nixon  intimately  for  the 
last  four  years.  Both  in  the  Lecture-room,  and  by 
repeated  examinations,  I have  had  the  best  possible  means 
of  forming  an  accurate  judgment  of  his  Mathematical 
attainments  and  abilities. 

Mr.  Nixon’s  style  of  reproducing  his  knowledge  upon 
paper  is  extraordinarily  good,  showing  great  clearness  of 
thought  and  thorough  comprehension  of  the  subject. 

I am  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Nixon’s  attainments  are  such 
as  to  render  him  thoroughly  competent  to  teach  any 
amount  of  Mathematics  that  could  possibly  be  required  at 
School  or  College,  and  that  his  clearness  in  exposition  is 
so  great  that  he  would  be  a most  efficient  teacher. 

I may  add  that  Mr.  Nixon  is  a perfect  gentleman,  and 
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has  won  the  warm  regards  and  esteem  of  everyone  in 
College. 

JAMES  PORTER,  M.A. 


IV. 

From  Sm  William  Thomson , LL.D.,  Professor  of 
Natural  Ph  ilosophy  in  the  University  of  Glasgow. 

February  23,  1869. 

I have  known  Mr.  Nixon  personally  since  he  came  to 
the  University  of  Glasgow  at  the  commencement  of  last 
Session,  to  act  as  Assistant  to  the  Professor  of  Mathe- 
matics, and  1 believe  him  to  be  remarkably  well  qualified 
for  the  situation  of  Mathematical  Head-master  in  the 
Belfast  Academical  Institution,  for  which  he  is  now  a 
candidate.  His  Cambridge  University  education  has 
well  prepared  him  for  such  a post,  and  his  energy, 
perseverance,  and  industry,  will,  I feel  confident,  be 
found  such  as  to  make  him  very  successful  in  his  work, 
if  he  is  appointed  to  it.  He  has  shown  indeed  a very 
decided  aptitude  for  maintaining  discipline  in  a large 
mathematical  class,  and  for  teaching  effectively. 

I believe  that  if  he  is  appointed  he  will  perform  the 
duties  in  every  respect  well,  and  will  contribute  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  Institution. 


WILLIAM  THOMSON. 
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V. 

From  George  G.  Ramsay,  Esq.,  M.A.,  Professor  of 
Humanity  in  the  University  of  Glasgow. 

22d  February,  1S69. 

Ha  vino*  heard  that  Mr.  Randal  Nixon  is  a candidate 

o 

for  the  Professorship  of  Mathematics  in  the  Academical 
Institution  of  Belfast,  I have  great  pleasure  in  testifying  to 
the  great  zeal  and  success  with  which  he  has  taught  in 
this  University.  During  the  two  Sessions  in  which  Mr. 
Nixon  has  acted  as  Assistant  to  the  Professor  of  Mathe- 
matics, I have  had  frequent  opportunities  of  making 
myself  accpiainted  with  the  manner  in  which  he  has 
discharged  the  difficult  duties  of  his  office,  and  I have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  he  has  achieved  a singular 
success.  In  a class  the  management  of  which  presents 
many  difficulties  even  to  an  experienced  Professor,  he 
has  maintained  admirable  order;  in  a subject  which  taxes 
more  than  any  other  the  powers  of  the  teacher,  he  has 
taught  large  classes  with  a clearness,  a vigour,  and  a zeal 
which  I have  heard  frequently  acknowledged,  and  which 
prove  that  he  possesses  in  a very  high  degree  the  peculiar 
qualities  which  will  fit  him  for  the  post  for  which  he  is 
at  present  a candidate. 


GEORGE  G.  RAMSAY,  M.A. 
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VI. 

From  the  Rev.  F.  Barlow  Guy,  D.D.,  Head  Master  of 
Forest  School,  in  union  with  King's  College,  London. 

Forest  School  Walthamstow,  N.  E., 

1 3th  May,  1865. 

I have  great  pleasure  in  certifying  to  Mr.  Nixon’s  tact 
in  instructing  boys  in  class.  I have  rarely  met  with  any 
gentleman  so  admirably  qualified.  His  occupation  here 

has  been  exclusivelv  confined  to  instruction  in  Mathe- 

«/ 

matics. 

With  regard  to  general  qualifications,  as  a companion, 
Mr.  Nixon’s  frankness  and  literary  tastes  rendered  him 
an  acquisition  amongst  our  little  society  of  masters. 

Of  Mathematical  ability  I do  not  presume  to  speak,  as 
Mr.  Nixon’s  University  Distinctions  are  of  the  highest 
order.  He  enjoyed  the  highest  respect  of  the  boys  for 
conscientious  clear-headed  help.  It  is  scarcely  necessary, 
but  as  a matter  of  form,  I add  that  Mr.  Nixon’s  moral 
character  is  such  as  to  influence  to  every  good. 

F.  BARLOW  GUY,  D.D. 

P.S. — Since  writing  the  above  I am  enabled  to  state 
that  two  of  my  pupils,  under  Mr,  Nixon’s  care,  have 
distinguished  themselves  highly  at  Cambridge. 
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VII. 

From  Edward  J.  Routii , Esq.,  M.A.,  F.G.S.,  Examiner 
in  the  University  of  London ; Lecturer  and  late  Fellow 
of  St.  Peters  College,  Cambridge. 

February  15,  1864. 

Mr.  Nixon  ha  vino-  asked  me  to  give  him  a testimonial 
of  his  Mathematical  abilities,  I have  much  pleasure  in 
complying  with  his  request. 

I have  known  Mr.  Nixon  since  his  entrance  into  Col- 
lege, first  as  his  College  Lecturer,  and  afterwards  as  his 
private  Tutor.  I have  therefore  had  many  opportunities 
of  forming  my  opinion.  I consider  that  he  has  in  that 
time  acquired  a considerable  knowledge  of  the  subjects 
usually  read  in  this  University.  The  accuracy  with  which 
he  was  accustomed  to  answer  the  questions  set  before  him 
at  our  Examinations  has  frequently  gained  him  great 
credit.  As  a Freshman,  he  distinguished  himself  in  the 
Entrance  Examination,  and  obtained  a Scholarship.  At 
a subsequent  Examination  he  obtained  another  Scholar- 
ship. In  the  University  Examination  he  was  placed 
above  half  the  wranglers. 

I have  therefore  confidence  in  recommending-  him  as  a 
Mathematical  master  in  any  School.  His  knowledge  of 
the  elementary  subjects,  which  ought  to  be  taught  in 
Schools,  is  such  as  to  make  him  a most  efficient  teacher. 


EDWARD  J.  ROUTH,  M.A.,  F.G.S. 
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VIII. 

From  the  Rev.  Alfred  Leeman , M.A.,  Head  Master  of 
the  Endowed  Grammar  School,  Aldenham,  Herts. 

The  Grammar  School,  Aldenham, 
Watford,  Nov.  27,  1S67. 

I beg  to  state  that  Mr.  Randal  Nixon  has  for  the  last 
two  years  tilled  the  office  of  Mathematical  Master  in  this 
School,  having  the  entire  management  of  the  Mathemati- 
cal classes,  and  I believe  he  has  discharged  its  duties  with 
great  energy,  perseverance,  and  success.  His  pupils  and 
myself  regret  his  promotion,  so  far  as  we  are  personally 
and  individually  affected,  but  sincerely  congratulate  him 
on  gaining  a step  forward  in  his  professional  career. 

ALFRED  LEEMAN,  M.A. 


IX. 


From  Thomas  William  Dunn,  Esq.,  M.A. , Fellow  and 
Assistant  Tutor  of  St.  Peter's  College,  Cambridge. 

Cambridge,  November  2,  1S66. 


Mr.  R.  C.  J.  Nixon,  M.A.,  late  Scholar  of  St.  Peters’ 
College,  Cambridge,  is  of  the  same  University  standing  as 
myself.  Among  undergraduates  he  was  conspicuous  for 
the  personal  influence  he  exercised  over  his  fellows,  and 
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was  the  acknowledged  leader  of  his  year,  and  indeed  of 
his  College ; and  as  lie  was  a man  of  unusually  sound 
judgment,  so  accurate  in  his  knowledge  as  to  have  made 
this  felt  as  a characteristic  excellence,  while  his  moral 
convictions  were  ever  clearty  and  forcibly  pronounced  in 
speech  and  practice,  and  recommended  by  great  tact  and 
elegance  and  resources  of  literary  accomplishments,  it  is 
no  wonder  that  in  no  ordinary  degree  he  earned  and  still 
keeps  the  respect  and  affection  of  his  contemporaries. 

It  is  influence  of  this  kind,  and  the  unconscious  teaching 
of  character  which,  far  more  than  direct  instruction, 
attains  the  higher  ends  of  teaching ; and  in  this  pre- 
eminent qualification  I do  not  know  how  adequately  to 
assert  Mr.  Nixon’s  excellence  without  being  suspected  of 
emphasising  my  testimonial  at  the  expense  of  truth.  Mr. 
Nixon  has  had  experience  as  a teacher,  and  on  this  head 
and  in  testimony  of  his  scientific  and  literary  fitness 
others  will  speak. 

THOMAS  WILLIAM  DUNN,  M.A. 


X. 

Fi  'Ofti  Herbert  Millington,  Esq.,  M.A.,  Late  Scholar  of 
Clave  College,  Cambridge,  and,  Senior  Assistant  Master 
of  Leamington  College. 

To  the  Electors  of  the  Belfast  Institution. 


Gentlemen, 


I can 

testimonial  from  me  can  add 


12th  February,  1SG0. 

hardly  imagine  that  any 
to  Mr.  Nixon’s  chance  of 


success,  seeing  that  in  all  my  experience  of  Testimonials 
I have  never  read  any  superior  to  those  he  already 
possesses.  Suffer  me  however,  as  one  to  whom  circum- 
stances have  granted  rare  opportunities  of  forming  an 
opinion,  to  say  this  much: — Mr.  Nixon  and  I learnt 
experience  in  School-life  together  at  Forest  School,  and 
it  was  my  good  fortune  to  witness  there  his  most  success- 
ful method  of  teaching,  and  to  feel  myself  the  irresistible 
influence  which  he  exercised  over  all  with  whom  he  came 
in  contact.  Mr.  Nixon’s  claims  do  not  rest  exclusively 
on  his  Mathematical  attainments ; he  has  given  much 
study  to  the  French  language,  and  his  knowledge  of 
English  Literature  is  most  accurate  and  extensive  ; while 
he  possesses  the  power  of  imparting  this  knowledge  with 
a grace  and  charm  which  cannot  fail  to  win  attention. 

As  Mathematical  Master  Mr.  Nixon  took  precedence 
of  myself  whose  duties  were  Classical ; and  such  was  my 
experience  of  his  delicacy  of  conduct,  his  tact,  and  above 
all  of  his  power  of  inspiring  affection,  that  I feel  conth 
deuce  in  stating  that  as  he  was  in  his  conduct  towards, 
and  influence  over,  myself,  so  he  will  be  hereafter  to 
those  who  may  work  with  or  under  him. 

My  decided  opinion  is  that  Mr.  Nixon  will  prove  a 
Head-master  who  has  not  only  the  honesty  and  courage 
to  denounce  wrong,  but  also  the  discretion  to  preserve 
him  from  those  blunders  into  which  the  exercise  of 
supreme  authority  has  led  so  many  earnest  men. 


HERBERT  MILLINGTON,  M.A 
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XL 

From  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Taylor,  M.A.,  Late- Fellow  and 
Tutor  of  St.  Peters  College,  Cambridge. 

J uly  G,  1864- 

My  dear  Sir — Of  course  I do  not  myself  pretend  to 
offer  an  opinion  as  to  your  Mathematical  abilities,  though 
doubtless  my  colleagues,  Mr.  ftouth  and  Mr.  Porter,  will 
bear  the  most  ample  testimony;  for  I have  often  heard 
them  express  their  high  estimate  of  your  talents  and 
attainments  in  this  respect. 

It  gives  me,  however,  much  pleasure  to  attest  what  has 
come  under  my  own  notice. 

(1)  That  immediately  upon  coming  into  residence  in 

October,  1860,  you  obtained,  upon  Examination, 
an  open  Scholarship  at  this  College. 

(2)  That  after  your  first  College  Examination  in  1861, 

you  were  further  rewarded  with  an  additional 
Scholarship. 

(3)  That  in  the  Mathematical  Tripos  List  (January 

1864),  you  took  a distinguished  place  among  the 
Wranglers. 

These  facts  speak  for  themselves  and  need  no  comment. 

I have  subsequently  learnt  from  your  pupils  that  you 
evince  the  highest  tact  and  readiness  in  imparting  in- 
struction, and  that  your  explanations  are  clear  and  exact. 
These  are  points  which  characterize  a successful  School- 
master. 

But  I am  happy  further  to  bear  testimony  to  your 
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good  conduct,  your  generous  disposition,  and  your  gentle- 
manlike behaviour,  which  won  for  you  the  good-will  and 
esteem,  not  only  of  your  Fellow-Students,  but  also  of 
the  College  Authorities. 

Believe  me  to  be, 

Very  faithfully  yours, 

J.  W.  TAYLOR,  M.A. 


XII. 

From  the  Students  of  Glasgow  University. 

We  the  undersigned  who  have  attended  the  Mathe- 
matical Class  of  Glasgow  University  during  Sessions 
1867-69,  desire  to  express  our  appreciation  of  the  manner 
in  which  Mr.  Nixon  discharges  his  duties  as  Assistant 
Professor. 

The  liveliness  and  zeal  with  which  he  imparts  know- 
ledge, the  clearness  and  fulness  of  his  explanations,  the 
warm  interest  he  takes  in  the  progress  of  the  Class,  have 
secured  for  him  our  highest  admiration  and  respect. 

[ To  this  are  appended  the  signatures  of  146  of  the 
University y Students. J 
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